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A. Dennis Sparger

FROM THE PODIUM

Bach. Handel. Mozart. All three in one concert!

e've learned that
audiences are
more likely to attend
one of our concerts when a
major work by a major composer
is featured. Bach’'s Mass in B
minor or Handel's Messiah or
Mozart’s Requiem are sure bets
for PBIS (marketing jargon for
“putting posteriors in seats”).

600 SULds

So, we were tremendously
gratified that 500 listeners joined
us at the Cathedral Basilica on
March 15 to hear the Requiem
by Maurice Duruflé, a 20th
Century composer whose name
recognition is far from the “three
B’s.” Following the success of
this “exception to the rule,” we
hope you will also be attracted
to our concert on April 26 which
features three major composers
and four “little gems.”

Highlighting this concert are two

extraordinary young soloists,

and | guarantee that you will be

dazzled by their artistry and

expressiveness. Our concert-

master, Lenora-Marya Anop, will

be featured in Bach’s Violin

Concerto in A minor. While Dr.

Anop has played many solos in

past concerts, this will be her first major work with us, and | can't
wait. Sherezade Panthaki, who will be making her third appearance
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with the Bach Society in as many years, will be featured in
Handel's Gloria. A recent discovery, we gave the St. Louis
premiere of this virtuosic piece for soprano and strings in 2002,
and are delighted to share it with you again joined by the
amazing singer we discovered in Carmel just a few years ago.

The Bach Society Chorus also plays a key role in this concert,

opening with Bach’s largest motet, Jesu, meine Freude. Based
on the chorale Jesus, my
joy, my treasure, the tune
returns throughout the work
tying all the contrasting
movements together. The
evening concludes with
Vespers of Confession by
Mozart. With the exception
of the terrifying Dies irae
(Day of wrath), Mozart's
Vespers has all the power
and excitement of his
Requiem, plus all the charm
and elegance of his
quartets in The Marriage of
Figaro. And though rarely
performed, | believe our lis-
teners will recognize the
beautiful Laudate Dominum
movement which features
soprano and violin that is
often performed alone.

The Bach Society brings
value to our community with
performances of music
selected to inspire and
uplift, to challenge our
minds and engage our
hearts. We know how
much this music means to
us as performers, but we
would like to know more
about what it means to our
listeners. Please feel
invited to share your own thoughts with me at
MusicDirector@BachSociety.org.
Do
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A Dennis Sparger,
Music Director and Conductor

www.bachsociety.org



FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Are great music and art still relevant? At a time
when people are searching for ways to get
through tough financial times, should wonderful
choral music remain a priority? What difference
can a continuing effort to surround ourselves
with the best that music and art can offer make
in our lives? These are questions that we see
in one form or another as we watch governments,
arts organizations, granting agencies and

individual supporters cope with difficult challenges.

The Bach Society of Saint Louis looks at these
questions too.

It has been my pleasure and privilege to work
with the Bach Society since the spring of 1981.
During that time | have sung, | have had fun, |
have worked, | have made lifelong friends, |
have supported financially, | have been blessed,
I have served on the Board of Directors, and |
have watched people associate in some way
with the organization and be touched by it. |
have been amazed and impressed with the

dedication and commitment that both singers
and board members bring to their tasks, and |
remain absolutely convinced of the relevance
and importance of the organization.

Board members don't get much ink or attention,
but | assure you that they work tirelessly and
continuously to provide appropriate governance,
assure fiscal soundness, and give support and
help in any way that is needed. These unpaid
heroes deserve our admiration and our gratitude.
Here's a shout-out to them!

We are fortunate to have an Executive Director
who brings wonderful competence and strong
musical gifts to her job, as well as a winning
personality and enduring love of the organiza-
tion that radiates in all she does.

Chorus members get the fun part. They get to
do something they love: singing great music
under the leadership of a world class music
director with the finest accompanist in the
Midwest. What's not to love? | think all chorus
members love the challenge of the music;
moving along the journey from where we start

to where we finish, surrounded by wonderful
musicians who are all on the same journey.
And then we get to perform this wonderful
music—live—with no safety net. What a
moving, exhilarating, transforming experience
that can be. Many of our chorus members have
been with us for some time, while some are
fairly recent additions. All bring their time, their
talent and their treasure to the organization. An
important truth is that the level of musicianship
continues to go up and up, both improving the
quality of our performances and opening up
new and challenging performing possibilities.

| believe that an appreciation and support of
the arts is what makes a great society great;
that studying and honoring our past better
prepares us for the future; and that lifting up
the best we have to offer makes us better
people. And | believe that the Bach Society
of Saint Louis has an important role to play
in that process.

Deane Looney
Board President

Dennis Sparger
Receives
“Great Music Award”

The Young Artist Awards

that Dr. Sparger established

have helped 39 aspiring
soloists to date

Dr. John Romeri and Dr. Dennis Sparger
March 8, 2009

he Bach Society’s own Dr. A. Dennis Sparger is this year’s recipient of
the “Great Music Award” presented by St. Louis Cathedral Concerts on
March 8, 2009. Dr. John Romeri presented Dr. Sparger with a plaque
honoring him for his outstanding devotion to the arts in St. Louis. In his
introduction at the awards ceremony, Dr. Romeri mentioned the Young
Artist Awards that Dr. Sparger established and which have helped 39
aspiring soloists to date, as well as his continuing efforts to promote all
choral groups in the area through the Choral Calendar.

The award was presented to Dr. Sparger, as stated on the plague, “In
Recognition of His Contributions to the Musical Life of St. Louis and

Exceptional Leadership in the Arts.”

“Great & Marvelous”
CD Now Available

Tm Bach Society’s latest recording, “Great & Marvelous: Hymns,
Anthems, and Spirituals with the Bach Society of Saint Louis,” is now
available. The CD may be purchased for $15 online at www.bachsociety.org
or by calling the office at (314) 652-BACH. Copies of the CD also will be
available at the April 26 concert at St. Francis Xavier (College) Church.

“Great & Marvelous” is a compilation of 19 stunning pieces that capture
the vocal excellence of the Bach Society Chorus in a variety of musical
styles. This is sure to be a favorite in your CD collection. Call or go
online today to purchase your copy.

www.bachsociety.org
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 Christmas Candlelight Concert.
TS Powell Hall
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The Bach Society Chorus
I performed two spectacular
concerts at Powell Hall in December.
Prior to the opening night performance, many
loyal supporters and friends of our organization
celebrated at a cocktail reception.
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